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While as already indicated, there was in 1917 considerable legisla- 
tion of the kind that takes little or no account of the future ultimate 
costs of the pensions that are authorized, it is fair to say that some of 
the legislation mentioned above offers decided encouragement to those 
who are interested in sound pension plans. 

H. L. Rietz. 

University of Illinois. 

Constitutional Amendments and Referenda Measures, 1917. Dur- 
ing 1917 the Massachusetts constitutional convention, which convened 
June 6 and adjourned November 28 to meet again in the summer of 
1918, held first place in interest and importance among the endeavors to 
revise or rewrite state constitutions. The convention was in session for 
practically six months and during that period passed three amend- 
ments for submission to the people at the last November election and 
a fourth amendment relative to the initiative and referendum for sub- 
mission to the people at the next November election. At the adjourn- 
ment of the convention some 331 measures had been considered; 24 
measures were before standing committees; 235 measures were before 
the committee of the whole; 29 resolutions had been favorably reported 
by committees; and 47 proposals had been rejected by the convention. 

The convention shortly after convening approved the plan to sub- 
mit each proposed change in the constitution separately to the elector- 
ate. Three such changes were placed on the 1917 ballot and in each 
case adopted by large majorities. One amendment provided that the 
general court shall have power to enact a law enabling voters, absent 
at the time of an election from the city or town of which they are in- 
habitants, to cast their vote for all officers to be elected or upon any 
question to be submitted at such an election. A second amendment 
provided that the commonwealth and the cities and towns of the state 
may take and provide for their inhabitants, in such manner as the gen- 
eral court shall determine, a sufficient supply of the necessaries of life, 
food and shelter during times of war, public exigency, emergency or 
distress. Both of these measures, being emergency war measures, 
were passed with majorities of 155,196 and 209,293 votes respectively. 
A third measure, the so-called "Sectarian Amendment," provided that 
no moneys shall be appropriated by the commonwealth for the support 
of common schools other than those which are conducted under the 
order and superintendence of the authorities of the town or city in 
which the money is expended, and no grants of land shall be made to 
any schools or institutions wherein any denominational doctrine is in- 
culcated, or which are not publicly owned or under exclusive control 
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of public officers of the state or federal government. This amendment 
was bitterly fought in the convention and the adoption was by a ma- 
jority vote of 75,972. The convention adopted a state-wide initiative 
and referendum amendment on November 28 — too late to be voted 
on at the 1917 election. This one measure occupied a very large part 
of the time of the convention during its 1917 session. 

The Arkansas constitutional convention which met November 19, 
1917, at Little Rock, was in session only three days for organization 
purposes and adjourned to meet July 1, 1918. The various committees 
are working during this interval in formulating a draft of a new con- 
stitution to be submitted to the convention upon its reconvening. 
Tennessee voted at a special election held July 28, 1917, on the ad- 
visability of holding a constitutional convention, but the proposal was 
defeated by a large majority. A similar measure had also been 
defeated at a special election held in 1916 in Tennessee. The act of 
the Indiana legislature of 1917 providing for the election of delegates to 
a constitutional convention to convene January 8, 1918 was, declared 
unconstitutional by the Indiana supreme court. 

The question of woman suffrage was before the voters of three states 
in 1917, viz., New York, Ohio, and Maine. The New York amendment 
granting full suffrage to women was adopted by a majority vote of 
102,353. The proposal to enfranchise women had previously been re- 
jected in New York state in 1915 by a majority of nearly 200,000 
votes. In Ohio the referred statute granting presidential suffrage to 
women was decisively beaten by a majority of 146,120. Suffrage in 
the same state was voted down by a majority of 182,905 in 1914. 
The woman suffrage amendment presented to the voters of Maine at 
the September election drew a very small vote, as did the four other 
amendments in that state, and was defeated by 18,234 votes. 

Prohibition was voted on in three states and adopted in New Mexico 
by a majority of 16,585. The vote in Iowa at a special election held 
October 15, 1917, was very close, the drys being defeated by only 662 
votes. In Ohio the prohibition question has been kept actively before 
the people since 1914, when it was lost by 84,152 votes. In 1915 the 
drys were again defeated by 55,408; but in 1917 the majority against 
prohibition was reduced to 1,137 votes. 

Two amendments in Maine, providing for the removal of sheriffs 
by the governor and for a new apportionment of representatives, car- 
ried, while two others, providing for the division of towns into polling 
places and relating to military organization, failed. 

An advisory vote, taken to instruct the representatives in three rep- 
resentative districts in Massachusetts as to the advisability of estab- 
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lishing a state system of old-age pensions, was decidedly favorable in 
all three districts. Pursuant to an act of 1913, the sixth, twelfth and 
seventeenth Suffolk representative districts (being wards 6, 12, and 17 
of the city of Boston) voted by a majority of over five to one urging 
their representatives to support such legislation. In 1916 wards 9, 

Vote on constitutional amendments and referenda measures, 1917 







VOTE 


SUBJECT 


STATU OK DISTRICT 








For 


Against 


Absent voting 


Massachusetts 1 
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Maine 3 removal by governor 
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Maine 3 representatives 


22,013 
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Maine 3 
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Old-age pensions 


Boston, ward 6' 


1,588 


221 


Old-age pensions 


Boston, ward 12 s 
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322 


Old-age pensions 


Boston, ward 17' 


2,059 
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1 Constitutional amendment referred by constitutional convention. 

a Act referred by legislature. 

3 Constitutional amendment referred by legislature. 

' Statute referred by petition. 

6 Initiated constitutional amendment. 

• Submitted by legislature for advisory vote to instruct representatives. 

10, and 11 of the city of Boston and also New Bedford returned a 
favorable vote of sentiment on this same question, the majority being 
slightly over four to one. The same proposition was adopted by a vote 
of nearly four to one at the 1915 election by the cities and towns of 
Brockton, Cambridge, Lawrence, Methuen, Abington and Whitman. 

Arthur Connors. 



Constitutional Conventions. A New Hampshire constitutional 
convention, authorized by vote of the people in 1916, will meet on the 



